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Gurriculum and Texts at Ten-Year School

1.

2.

3.

4o

Se

6.

All classes in the Ostashkov and Gorodomlya ten-year schools,
as well as in other Ostashkov schools, were conducted on a
co-educational basis. male and female students

- of secondary schools in the larger cities attended separate
clagses, but this would have been senseless in such & small
town as Ostashkov (population about 20,000). In general, -
classes were not overcrowded at the Ostashkov school. There
was no distinct shortage of scheol teachers or classroom space,
although it was true that some of the lower classes rades
one to sevq§7 attended school in shifts.

During the seventh grade,[  |taught Russian language and
literature, histery (ancient history and history of the Middle
Ages), Soviet constitution, algebra, geometry, geography,
physics, chemistry, biology, a foreign language,and drawing.
German was primerily taught as a foreign language at the
Ostashkov ten-year school, but this was probably only the
result of a shortage of qualified teachers in other modern
languages. | | secondary school students in
large oities were free to ghoose either French, German,or
English as a course of study.

Courses taught in the eighth grade were the same as those in

the preceding grade with the exception that the Soviet con-
stitutlon. was dropped, anatomy was taught inatead of bioloew;
and trigonometry was added. General Huropean history during -
the Mlddle Ages wes taught during the first semester and Russian
history up to the time of Peter the (reat was taught in the
second semester. C

The oourse of studies during the ninth grade remained essen-
tially the same with the exceptlon that Darwinism was taught
in place of anatomy. Russian literature from the beginning
of the 19th century to Chekhov was the subjeot matter of [ |
literature course in the ninth grade, whereas in the eighth
grade | Russlan literature from its bveginnings
" to approximately the beginaning of the 19th ocentury. History
instruction also progressed chronologiocally. One semester
was devoted to Russian history covering the period from Peter -
the Great to 1905 and modern Duropean hiatory constituted the
seoond semester.

P

In the tenth grade, geography and Darwinism were dfoppod and
astronomy added. History instruction covered Russian and .
Soviet history from 1905 to the present day.|

[

/

__| the only recent change in the Soviet secondary school
currioulum was the introduction of ocourses in paychology and
logic for the ninth and tenth grades, respectively.

Boys attending the tenth grade of the Oatashkev school were
required to take & course in military training while girlse
attended olasses in gymnestics. The itwo hours a week devoted
to military training consisted of olose-order, extended-order
drill and ~ /some theoretical instruction.

e
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{Most of the boys who completed the tenth grade were too busy -
the following summer studying for university entrance examina-
tions to take part in any military training. |

25X1

7. 25X1

8. Postwar Soviet cultural purges had reverberations in the clags~
rooms | | Although texts on 25X1
Russien and Soviet literature were considerably altered as a C
result of the changes in the Party line,| \ . 25X1.
one specific case of such editing. Some new Party decres
brought about & change in the official interpretation of the
character Bazarov in Turgenev's novel Father and Son. The

pertinent passage| = on Bussian literature wes.orossed
outfg\AA\JL\f Aﬁw““ngjhatmaterithasoutgggpd. 25X1

[ | /

\tho role of the Communlet Party has been 25X1
streesed more in history ocourses in recent years. History

teachers were informed that the Party had not been given enough

emphasis in previous instruction and were oalled upon to correct

this error. ‘

9.

10. - /at the time of the 25X1
Lyeenko purge,| /1% brought about a cessation
of the teaching of biology in Soviet secondary sohools for one '
year. During this period, & new text was prepared and all
teuchers were required to attend courses on the new biology
line.

Teachers and Teaching Methods at Ten-Year Sohool

11, There was no typical teacher at the Ostashkov school. Teachers
ranged in_age from 25 to 50 and inocluded both_recent graduates:
of vuzy /vuz - higher eduaationallinstitut;gg7 and teachers of
‘many yeare' experience. There was almost an egqual number of
men and women teachers in the upper clasgses.

12, According to Soviet regulations, teachdrs who had graduated
from a seven~-year school and who had completed two or three
years of schooling at a secondary pedagogical institute were
allowed to teach only the first three grades. Teachers who'
had completed a ten~year school and three years.at a higher
pbdfgogical institute were allowed to teach olasses up to and
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14.

15.

16.

17.
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including the seventh grade. Those who had completed their
full secondary education as well as five years at a higher
pedagogical institution were authorized to teach all grades in
& ten-year school. These regulations were followed at the
Ostashkov school; that is, all teachers in the upper classes
(grades eight to ten) had complated a five-year course of
studies at a higher pedagogical institute.

. Students were not allowed to ask questions during s teacher's

lecture but were allowed to raise points after it had heen .

completed. r’qulzj.

18, | /no evidence|] | that the Soviet students tended

to take any other line in their thinking than that put forth
by their teachers. If a student by chance asked a guestion
which varied from the Party line, he was immediately corrected
by his teacher. However, such questions were the exdeption
rather than tha rule. The average Soviet student had no
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experience which would lead him 4o think that educational ma-
terial could be otherwise than that presented in his school.
Secondly, a student would not dare to aagk any questions in-
dicating a disbelief of Communist ideology; as rersigtent

- behavior of this type would undoubledly have given him a blaock

19.

mark on his record.

48 indicated above, discipline was very strict in the Ostashkov
gchool. Not only was a student forbldden to ask questions out

of turn but he was required to stand up when a teacher entered

or left the classroom and when he asked a question. :

Aims, Mathods,and Effectiveness of Politicsl Indoctrination

20,

The Oatashkov and Gorodomlys schools atﬁémpted to inculcate

- their students with nothing more and nothing less than the

el.

Party line, and Communist ideology in all its facets. Al-
though ideological or political questions were emphasized in
ocourses closely related to this matter (history and the Soviet
constitution), it was also true that the Party line was brought
into every other course in one way or other. For example, it
was particularly noteworthy that Soviet claims .to Russian and - -
Soviet priority in the field of science were given great
ettentlion in oourmes on physice, ohemistry, and biology.

Both Communist 1doology‘and Russian nationalism were emphasized

However, it i1s diffioult to divide the two,

to determine whioch was ‘given greater enphasis, as the two were
made to appear as identical. That is, Russian patriotiasm and -
the great events in Russian history were identified with
furthering the cause and the development of Communism, Howa
ever, 1t is probebly true that when dealing with such phases
of Russian History as the reign of Peter the Great or the
Napolesonic Wars, nationslistio aspects of theas periods wexe

" emphasized more than,thcir contribution to Oommunism._

22,

No set form for honoring or worshipping Stalin was followed
&t the Ostashkov school. For example, no ritual was held at
the beginning of each school day. But it is interesting to
note that e pioture of Stalin was a "must" in every olassroom
and that, in most olassrooms, banners.and placards quoting
Phreses from Stalin were hung on the wall., Stalin's name was
brought into every course in conneotion with almost evory
positive achievement of Soviet society. Ior example, when
talking about the successful completion of a new factory, he

- Was always glven credit for thig aghievement,

| these efforts to glorify Stalin, approximating

23.

24.

deification, made a Yyery favorable impression on the Soviet
students., Tears would well into the eyes of many students
&t the mention of Stalin's name. Some girle were almost in
ecstasy when talking about him,

With the obvious exception of Lenin, no other Soviet leader
waes given any specisl emphasis or credit ]

B B It ie true that the plotures of many prominent
oontemporary politioal leaders were hung in every eclassroom,

“but no partioular leader was singled out for special attention.
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25. | ' instruction followed exactly the official propa=- 25X1

ganda line appearing in the Soviet press in describing life

in the United States and its national policies. America was
pictured as the land of oppression, the prototype of capitalist
countries exploiting the masses, a nation where national minori-

ties are oppressed, a country with aggressive intentions toward-

. the Soviet Union. Although other capitalist countries received

their share of abuse, the United States was presented as the

leader of capitalism and was singled out for speclal attention.

However, it is noteworthy that the American people were not

condemned. It was considered that they still could be saved

from the effects of capitalism. This subject was not only

digcussed in geography, which was the logical place for it, but

also in many other courses,as a means of demonstrating the

superiority of Soviet society. | |this line was ' 25X1
also accepted as truthful by the students because, as in the .
case with all other phases of Soviet propaganda, they had no
way of knowing otherwise, no means of comparison.

25X1
L N ' | 4
26, ' - 25X1

27+ Religion waa not systematiocally attacked in olasses at. the
-Ostashkov ‘sohool but was generally ignored. However, when the

subjeot would ocome up it was always abused | o 25X1
Although the Soviet conetitution provides for religious freedon,
-4t was obvious| = | this was not the cuse, as Soviet , 25X1

students were directly discouraged from attending ohuroch.

One year, some Soviet students at the Ostashkov sohool attended

ohurch at Daster. There was an uproar when the school director

and the teaochers found out about it., The teachers reised this

point in sohool and stated| |that students 25X1
- who wanted to graduate should not attend ohursh. They then ’
. launohed into & vilification of the church and its.ideals.

28. / |Boviet youth on the whole are inm way interested 4n
“religion and| /thie is a olosed issus for them. [ 25X1
‘ . 25X1
-
29. Although| ‘ " |the Soviet 25X1

school system is succesaful in ite political indootrination ‘
offortsy 1t is noteworthy thet in oourses related to political
subjects, partiocularly history, the Soviet students showed
little interest and certainly no enthusiasm. They simply were

" not interested in history, especially tenth-grade history
which dealt with the history of the Communiet Party and tﬁo
Soviet Union. The Soviet students by that time had prodabdbly

" heard or read the same thing a thousand times or more in their
Komsomol meetings and classroom instruction. DPerhaps this
fuct explains this attitude. 4t any rete, the students al-
ways looked forward to tenth-grade history class with distaste.
It was an hour for letter writing and dozing. ‘
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Komsomol Membership and Activities 1
30. /
_J
~ J/about 75%/ _ [in Ostashkov weps Komsomol
members. It is noteworthy that those students who were not
members of the organization were evzdently under no direct
pressure to join. Membership was voluntary. This is in con~
trast to conditions in the GDR,where all students were compelled
to join the FDJ. .
31. However, it was true that Komsomol members enjoyed certain

advantages. / \
| Komsomol members were given preferential treatment in

applying for entrance into & vuz. Grades made on entrance

examinations were generally the deciding factor. That is,.

‘most yuz applicants were accepted on the basis of merit.

However, it is very likely that;when competition for entrance

into a higher educational institution was keen, Komsomol funotion-

aries or members would undoubtedly be given preference over
other applicantes with equal academic and entrance examination
records.

Social Aspects of Soviet Education

Seven- and Ten-Year Sohdols

32,

33.

Universaly compulsory seven-year education was introduced after
the war in the Ostashkov area.|

/ There was some talk at the Ostashkov school
that;with the establishment of universal aseven-year education,
the next step would be the introdustion of compulsory ten-year
eduocation in urban areas. .

The only requirement for entrance into the eighth grade was

the sucoessful paseing of the final seventhe-grade examinations.
Theso examinations wero no easier or more difficult than final
examinations given in earlier grades. In faot, the teachers
made o spscial effort to get their pupils through this final
elementary school examination, as they wilhcd to see & maximum
number of pupile graduate from the seven-year sochool. The
only distinotion attached to the seventh grade final examination
was the faot that successful examinees receiviéd certificates
entitling them to enroll in the upper grades of a ten-year
school or in & specialized secondary educational esteblishment.

| 99% of the seventh-grade pupils pass
their examinations. ‘ ‘

The socoial composition of the upper-classes of the Ostashkov
sohool, ' wes quite mixed. Children from
all elements of Soviet soociety were represented there. It was
not noticeable that ohildren of the intelligentsia were more
strongly represented than other social grouwps. It ie true
that no ochildren of kolkhoz families attended the upper grades,
but it 18 probable that kolkhoz children from neighboring
villages attended & ten-year school ocloser to thelr homes.
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. 35, A few students in the‘upper three grades of the Ostashkov ten-

year school were exempted from paying the general tuition of lL

rubles per year. /
| children of needy

families or deceased war veterans were aided in this manner.

36 . |

‘more and more

children were attending and completing their secondary education

rades eight to tep7 as they realized that this and further
training is necessary for professional advancement. Realization
of this desire had been facilitated by the introduction of
compulsory seven-year education and by the fact that stipends
were easily obtained by a vuz student who exerted himeelf a
little in his studies.

37. | |75% of the pupils

. succeasfully completing the seventh grade at that school went
on to enter the eighth grade. Graduates of numerous seven~
year schools in the Ostashkov area also entered the upper
clasges of/ ten-year school, as/ it was
the only one in the town. However, it is noteworthy thats |

T [ there was omnly one class of 35 in the tenth grade,
whereas there were two parallel classes in the seventh, eighth,
and ninth grades and three parallel olasses in 'the fifth
and probably other lower grades. Each of thess parallel
oclasses had approximately 35 or 40 pupils. This relatively -
larger number of students in the lower gradea was probably e
partial result of the newly-realized,compulaory seven~year
edusation and of population disruptions brought about by the
war. However, this is obviouely not a complete explanation,

as upper grades of the ten-year school acoepted graduates from
the numerous seven-year schools in the area., It is poasibdle
that better students or those having the intention of oontinuing
their education attended the first sevg;;grades ]

‘ /All those who
took the examinations passed them and received their secondaxy
Wohool certificate.

N ]

L / :
/ !

39, . Final examinations were held once & year in e4oh grade, the
tenth-grade final examinations being identiocal with the gradua=-
tion examinations. 4 separate examination was administered for
almost every course. All final tests were conducted eccording
to the "ticket" (bilet) system. Approximately two months
‘before the examinations were given, |about 30

" ngiokets" for eaoh examination, eaoh "tioket" containing three
questions., ZEvery student received the identiocal "ticketa".

\ S  Tthe
90 or 80 questiona for each examination covered the substance
of the entire year's ocourse.
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45. Almost all

46,
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A commisgion was present in the classroom on examinstion days,
thus preventing teachers from helping weak students to pass.
Bach student selected onme "ticket" | turned
face downward,and wag required to_answer these questions.

No individual students or groups of students were given preferen-
tial treatment or were diseriminated against in these examinag-
§;ggsi\\§ggg§fioally, Komsomol members were not favored and

[minority. groups were not subject to discrimina-
\
|

A teacher's succé;;:‘SEAESE;EETAGEEAE;;EEEed in terms
of the percentage of his students whi@h'pnmiedéthnx‘examinationa,
but he was unable to influence the outcome of examinations
once they were in progress. Nevertheless, as mentioned before,

. most students

L _
passed these yearly tests. 1t was certainly the goal of the
student administration to have every student pass. There is
no intentional seleotion-out of students as in the case of
some German gymnasium. In fact,
the examinations were burposely drawn up in such a way as
to allow every gtudent to complete them successfully.

4 student was required to have at least a “three" on eadh
examination in order to g raduate into the next higher grade.
4 student with no more than two "two's" wag allowed to make
up theses examinations the following fall. Students with
three "two's" or more were -flunked: and were required to
repeat the entire grade. . '

A knowledge éf Communist ideology and the current propaganda
line was a prerequisite for rassing these‘examinations,aa R
many oourses were based almost entirely on this subjeot matter.

Purthermore, it was true that, 1f & student knew his historical
faots but misinterpreted an act of Lenin then he oould gount
r“““L““*““““““‘ﬁ

. on receiving a "two" or a "one".
— 8 & "W SR LL

L\\\\M\‘J

he ucational Inatitutions

\who graduated from the tenth
grede entered a higher educationsl institution of one type

or another. 4 few graduates who wished to enter & yuz were
unable to do. so because of finaneial diffioultien., 4is State
stipends were insuffioient to enable independent existence,
almost all students who continued with their education were
foroed to live withyor to be supported pariially by thedir
families. 4nd,of course, ell students attending & yuz without
the aid of a State stipend were forced to depend oh thelr
famitee for finanocial Bupport,

Entrance examinations for higher educational institutions
were administered etrictly on the basis of merit. 4e in the .
oase of elementary and secondary school exseminations, an
applicant wae required to make at least & f'three' on each
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examination in order %o pass. No examination could be repeated
or made up. | |the only preferential treatment
given to Komsomol members or other favored groups occurred when
competition for entering a particular educational establishment
was especially stiff, when more applicants successfully passed
entrance examinations than could be accepted.

" A knowledge*of Communist ideology was of course an impoftant

factor in the suceessful completion of entrance examinations.
Furthermore, applicants for all types of higher educational
institutions were examined in Russian language and literature.

Gold and silver medalists were not required to take entrance
examinations and automatically received a stipend if accepted
by a vuz. ’

It should be noted that merely paseing an examination was no
guarantee that an applicant would be accepted by a yuz. PFrew-
quently, there were more successful examinees than the quote

of new students allowed for each institution. . The number of
applicants relative to entrance quotas was particularly high
for some vuzy‘(universities, partionlarly departments of mathe-
matics, chemistry, and physics) and low for others (pedagogical
institutes and military schools). X '

An exceptionally high percentage of the boys went
on to study chemistry. Perhaps the proximity of the Leningrad
Teklinicheskiy-Khimicheskly Institut was the explanation. (Al=
though Ostashkov was located no farther from Moscow than from
Leningrad, it traditionally looked to Leningrad as its oultural
oenter.) There, students with grades of "three" or better on
entrance examinations were given etipends. Also, many boys
went on to attend & military-naval institute in Leningrad.

It had a large gquota for new students and there was little
competition for these available spots. HNowever, these were
boys who normally could not gain entranse to other Yuzy.
Furthermore, students at this naval institute received higher
stipends than wsual. ‘

Most of the girls[::::::::::jenterad pedagogiocal institutes in
- Leningrad and showed a preference for history and modern lan~ ‘

guages.

All vuz students who received & "four" or better in each of their

entrance examinations received a.state stipend on entering
these institutions. Furthermore, as mentioned before, all

80ld and silver medalistes autometically received a atipend.
Students who received & "three" or better in eaoh examination
recelved stipende in a few vuzy (the Tekhnicheskiy-
KhimicheskiyInstitut and a mining institute in leningrad).

The amount of these stipénds varied both moocording to grades

- and to the instituie in questliox, with higher grades on entrance
and subsequent examinatlons dbringing, of oourse, higher stipends,

Stipends were also progressively inoreassd with each year at a
YUuZe. .

The continuance of stipends depended on a utu@ant'n performance
in seni-annual examinatiors administered duripg the course of
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his studies at a vuz. At most ingtitutes, a student lost his.
stipend if he received anything less than a "four" on one
examination. 4 student was permitted to make up an examination
if he received no more than one "three". In this case, however,
he was required to submit a apecial application to the university
authorities to demonstrate his need of financial assistance.

Students without outside financial help had great difficulty in
eking out an existence. X t ‘only were stipends very small

but the students were also required to pay tuition
fees. Students in these circumstances were &o poor that they
could not even afford to eat at the special student cafeteriss
where low price meals were featured. : :

Many students “flunked out: of higher eduscational institutions,
especially in the first year. In some cases this was & cage of
financial pressures. They received a "three" or less on an
examination and therefore were no longer eligible to receive a
State scholarship. In other cases, they simply 'flunked out"
on grades. That is, they received a "two" or less on one or
more examinstions. : “ o

Five Cerman st ts from Ostashkov were attending Soviet vuzy
(AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAEQQDW 0f these, four were repatriated and are

now living in Bast Berlin. The fifth student, the son of Chief
Engineer Wolf, was also repatrigted to the GDR but he returned

to complete his studies at Leningrad University.

Qther Political and Social Attitudes in the 86§iet‘Union

5T

58.

59.

. the great majority of/ Jstudents in the
Ostushkov ten-year sochool supported the present Soviet government
without reservation., | the average Soviet youth
of 17 is convinced that everything is fine and proper in the
USSR, that 1ife 1s better in the Soviet Union than anywhere

olse in the world. | ﬁAAAAAAJ
T B o e

\ / However, 1t ls obvious that these
students, 1f dissatisfied with the present regime; would never

have expressed such feelings| -

Except for the Komsomol, there seemed to be no group or sooial
claas which was. more for or against the regime than other groups.
Most Komeomol members appeared to be in the organization

because of political convieotions and not because of professional
or social advantages which might be gained by.such membership.
The Komsomol membarn[iiiiiiif%ii]wers always the firast to
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volunteer for special assignments. For example, they always
volunteered[:::f:::::ko write on subjects of political and
social significance.

f /no particular aspect of Soviet society/  Imet with
more than normal support or approval on the part of the younger
generation. | | students” expressed
pride in such generalities a&s their fatherland, in the fact
that the USSR is a socialist state, the first socialist state
in history; and were proud of Stalin. After all, what else
¢ould be expected from 17~year=old boys and girle who have
never seen or heard of anything else than life in the Soviet
Union, who had no means of comparing conditions there with

life abroad? :

| Soviet youth viewed foreign affairs

in exactly the same light as presented in official Soviet propa-'
|

ganda/

/ That is, they pictured the West as an
area of capitaliet exploitation of workers, rigged electionms,
and -warmongering. 411 in all, they had a very primitive
conception of the West.

The Soviet youth had no particulsr fear of a new world war.
However, it is noteworthy that |
in Ostashkov,:1950~51_ , the older generation of the town was
extremely fearful of a new world war. They evidently antici-
pated war to break out at any time, ae they then began to
hoard stocks of food. They dried bread, stored potatoes, et
cetera. The population. of the Ostashkov area suffered greatly
from hunger during the war, a8 it is an impoverished agricult-
ural regiomn.

Social Activities of Soviet Youth

63.
\

[ Ostashkov was essentially an agricultural

~ center and their activities were thoss of a rural population.

64-

Yor example, in the school was a
girl whose family, 1like many othere; owned a small plot of
land.. There they raised vegetable products and maintained a
8mall flock of chickens and turkeys and a few goats. After
her school day was completed at 1500 hours, this girl went
home, fed the livestockj,and worked in the gardern. 4nd,as she
‘was & serious. student, she did her lessons after these chores
were done, In the evening, she stayed at home or ococasionally
attended a movie or a dance. Other students attended the volun=
tary "study circles® which were held in the afternoon after
school hours, but they were in the minority.

A few students in grades eight to ten who lived in distant
villages were given quarters in a dormitory (internat) main-

tained by the school. | I

L [ *he conditions there can only be desocribed as
awful. The dormitory consisted of a aingleolargeabarracka-
type room. As the place was seldom heated, the students often
had to stay under their bed covere in order toc keep warm while
doing their homework. lhey were &lso reguirsd to buy and pre-
"pare their food themselves.
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" grades of the ten~-year school
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Comments: Expressed in this report are several
minor though clear examples of the sooial qualities produced by a
State system based on dogma and addicted to a growing sense of
orthodoxy. Thus,the teachers at the Ostashkov school maintain
strict discipline, insist on rigid adherence to the letter of a

text ,and emphasize the learning of facts rather than the process
of learning.

. \Soviet school authorities are sucocessfu
in indoctrinating school children with the Party line. |

\
\
\

The informant indicates that an extremely high percentage| |
[ Jat Ostashkov successfully passed the various hurdles to higher
educations graduation from & seven-year school ("99%"), entrance
into the eighth grade ("75%"), successful completion.of the upper

| 86%), and acceptance
into & higher educational institution ("almost all"). 1If the last
figure is aseumed to be 90%, we arrive.at the conclusion

. by rounding
off a few figures), that 55% B

D
/made the grade from first grade to a vuz. Ale

| figures are approximations, there is
obviously a basio error in these estimates. I is more than likely
that far less than 75% of seventh-g:

rade graduates entered the upper
secondary echool. “\¥**lu>‘1
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